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DEFENCE WEST 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

The SPEAKER: The late Minister for Veterans Issues. 
MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [9.17 am]: I am just in time for brief ministerial 
statements. It is with some pleasure that I stand today to announce the transfer of management of the veterans 
issues portfolio from the Department of Communities to the Defence West division of the Department of Jobs, 
Tourism, Science and Innovation. Defence West is a key employer of veterans in Western Australia. The 
objective of this change is for government to prioritise assistance for veterans during their transition from the 
Australian Defence Force as well as developing gateways for in-work veterans looking for a career change. 
I understand that nearly half the team at Defence West are veterans themselves. This transition is in alignment 
with both the McGowan government’s veterans and families strategy and the “Western Australian Defence and 
Defence Industries Strategic Plan”. 
While government will continue to acknowledge the service and sacrifice of our veteran community, supporting 
veteran pathways into civilian employment and leveraging off their underutilised economic potential is an essential 
task in which the state can provide value. By encouraging the employment of veterans, we harness the skills, 
knowledge and attitudes gained through service with the Australian Defence Force in not only the growing defence 
industries, but also all other employment sectors throughout our state. An emphasis on employment is crucial in 
supporting veterans to find a new sense of purpose and identity. It will work towards alleviating some of the issues, 
including mental health challenges, that veterans face from time to time. The McGowan government is committed 
to supporting our veteran communities and will continue to do what it can to better integrate former Australian 
Defence Force members into civilian employment. 
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